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Saying Goodbye 
to A Friend

By Karen Terpstra, Executive Director
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In January 2005, we drove to the Ionia County 
Animal Shelter to pick up some adoptable pets. 
One of the dogs we chose was a nine month 
old Chow mix who had been abandoned by his 
owners. He was very shy and unsocialized, but 
after some time and attention from our staff 
and volunteers, he came out of his shell and 
charmed everyone he met.  

We named him Wilbur because he resembled a 
pot-bellied pig. Unfortunately, we discovered 
that his large belly was caused by a terminal 
heart condition. Although he was not a 
candidate for adoption, we wanted to make 
his short life a good one. Dr. Wendy Swift 
prescribed medications to help manage his 
symptoms. Wilbur lived in the of�ce during 
the day and stayed in the kennels at night. Each 
night, he was more reluctant to go into his 
kennel.  

In April, I decided to see how Wilbur would 
do at home with my pets. It was a perfect �t! 
He still came to work every day, 
but went home with me at night. 
Over the next few months, his 
symptoms gradually worsened. 
It became more dif�cult for 
Wilbur to breath or walk for 
very long. On July 29th, we 
determined that his disease and 
discomfort had progressed to 
the point that euthanasia was the 
kindest option. We kissed him 
goodbye and I held him as he died.

Over the last months of his life, we were 
concerned about the pain Wilbur lived with. 
Were we sel�shly extending his life because 
we weren�t ready to say goodbye? Every 
day, pet owners face dif�cult questions like 
this. When your pet is severely ill, injured or 
exhibiting dangerous or destructive behavior, 
you must make the decision when and if to end 
the animal�s life. Since our pets cannot tell us 

how they are feeling, we must look for other 
signs that tell us the quality of their lives. 
Your veterinarian can help you to interpret 
these signs and determine if there are 
options to heal or manage the problem.  

The loss of a pet due to old age or accident 
is just as devastating and often more dif�cult 
because we have not had an opportunity to 
prepare. Last week I met Thelma, a 99 year 
old woman who had just lost Suzy, her 17 
year old cat. Thelma was very sad and felt 
like she had lost her closest family member 
and friend. She was having dif�culty 
sleeping and the grief was affecting her 
health. 

The grief we experience when we lose a pet 
is very real.  It takes time to heal.  There 
are many options available to help us deal 
with that loss:  speaking with a friend or 
counselor, calling a pet loss support line, 

pet loss websites and 
chatrooms, books or pet 
memorials. Visit 
www.hskc.org for resources. 

If you �nd that it is time 
for you to say goodbye 
to your pet, the Humane 
Society can assist you with 
the process, providing pet 
euthanasia in a supportive 
environment, an opportunity 

to say goodbye to your beloved friend, and a 
variety of meaningful memorials.

Every time I see a picture of Wilbur, it is 
bittersweet. I miss him dearly, but I am so 
thankful for the time we had together and the 
ways he touched our lives.  In his memory, 
a tree will be planted by the pond here this 
spring.
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Our Mission

The Humane Society of Kent County is 
dedicated to the protection and care of 
all animals. We give voice to creatures 
who cannot speak for themselves.  

We do this by:
�  Promoting responsible pet care 

through public education and 
services

�  Working to reduce unwanted pet 
populations 

�  Providing humane care to aban-
doned, injured or relinquished 
animals 

�  Finding homes for adoptable pets

Board of Directors
Matt Barnes, President

Shannon Reincke, Vice President
David Barrons, Treasurer

Heather Garbaty, Secretary
Jessica Wood, Past President

Gwen Barnes
Ed Bolt
Michelle Leveque
David Moore

Karen Olson VanHorn
Jennifer Puplava
David Whitford

by Jennifer Self, Volunteer Coordinatorvolunteer update
There�s more to volunteering at the Humane 
Society than just walking dogs and playing 
with cats. There are many ways to help the 
animals and have a rewarding volunteer 
experience. Take the volunteer challenge to see 
what types of volunteer opportunities would be 
right for you!  

1.  My ideal afternoon would be spent:
A.  Taking a bunny out for a walk to chew on 

clover and run through the �elds (on a 
leash, of course)

B.  Helping a dog or cat �nd a good home
C.  Answering questions about the Humane 

Society, helping people �nd lost pets or 
assisting with the selection of a new pet 
to adopt

D.  Teaching children about animals

2.  I like to work:
A.  Alone, just the animals and me
B.  With a few other people
C.  With lots of people
D.  With lots of children, running around, yell-

ing and playing games

3.  I feel I am:
A.  A little shy, an introvert
B.  Comfortable talking to people and making 

decisions, a bit of an extrovert

C.  A total extrovert
D.  A fun loving person who enjoys having a 

good time

Scoring:
Mostly A’s: Try being a small animal attendant. 
These volunteers give lots of love and attention 
to our small animals, which include bunnies, 
birds, guinea pigs, hamsters, and sometimes 
mice and rats!
Mostly B’s: You should be an adoption 
counselor! Our trained adoption counselors 
help interested adopters �nd the right animal 
for their lifestyle!
Mostly C’s: You would be perfect as a greeter! 
At the Humane Society, our phones ring off 
the hook! Come on in, greet the public, answer 
phones, and have lots of fun!
Mostly D’s: Try volunteering at Camp Kids-n-
Paws! Camp Kids-n-Paws is a week-long camp 
for children ages 7-11 held during the summer! 
We need plenty of camp counselors to make 
this a rewarding experience for the children!

I invite you to explore your skills and interests 
at the next HSKC volunteer orientation in 
April. Please call 616.791.8066, or email 
jennifer@hskc.org for date and time!

Last November I joined the Humane Society 
staff as Development and Marketing Director 
� and I couldn�t be more thrilled!  I have been 
a fundraising professional in the nonpro�t 
world for over eight years, but I am new to the 
animal welfare community.  

Well, somewhat.  

I grew up in a nearby farming community 
and I have always had beloved pets in 
my life - except during my college years, 
when �animal house� had a very different 
meaning.  I have lived with Cocker Spaniels, 
Manx�s, Cornish Rexes, Quarter Horses, 
all manner of mixed breed dogs, barn cats, 
and the occasional injured songbird or baby 
squirrel.  Collectively, they have taught me 
valuable lessons in responsibility, patience, 
compassion, and love � as well as the brevity 
and sanctity of life.

In my �rst few months at the Humane Society, 
I have quickly learned that our donors are 

not only generous, but passionate.  You are 
passionate about animals and about ensuring 
that they are well cared for and given every 
opportunity to live full, content lives.  I�m right 
there with you.

I look forward to meeting the Humane Society�s 
donors to hear stories about the pets who 
enriched their lives and made them dedicated to 
this cause.

I look forward to sharing the story of the 
Humane Society; how it makes a difference in 
our community, in the lives of animals, and in 
the lives of the people who love and care for 
them.

Most of all, I look forward to saying �thank 
you�.  Thank you for your generous gifts of all 
shapes and sizes which make it possible for this 
humane society to care for over 6,000 animals 
each year.  And thank you for your passion 
for the protection and care of animals.  It is 
the driving force behind your generosity and 
something you have in common with everyone 
here at the Humane Society.

I welcome your calls about giving to The 
Humane Society of Kent County.  My direct 
line is 616.791.8088. 

Hello�and 
thank you
by Mark Petz, Development 
and Marketing Director 



Quarterly Report
October - December 2005

Animal Statistics
	 Dogs	 Cats

Admitted:
Stray	 96	 312
Caregiver surrender	 219	 397
Return	 25	 17
Transferred in	 2	 42

Outcome:
Adopted	 206	  323

Reclaimed by
Caregiver	 46	 25

Dead on arrival	 1	 4

Died in kennel	 0	 3

Transferred 
to other facilities	 15	 13

Euthanized:
By caregiver request	 67	  99

Euthanized:  
Not adoptable*	 79	 213

Euthanized:
Sick/Injured	 48	 225

Euthanized:
No room	 0	 0

Euthanized:
Too young	 0	 2

* Non-Adoptable animals are those admitted that are classi�ed 
as not adoptable for behavior reasons, including: cats that do 
not use their litter boxes, feral cats, and those animals that do 
not pass the behavior assessment.
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Quarterly Financial Report
Income 

Donations 	 199,658.47

Special Events 	 17,827.62

Bequests	 77,014.00

Sales/Service 	 97,378.45

Investment/Trust 	 1,237.08

Total 	 $393,115.62

Expenses 

Animal Care 	 173,482.78

Veterinary 	 51,845.28

Development 	 44,892.11

Administrative 	 67,225.85

Volunteer 	 8,127.76

Education 	 3,825.28

Total 	 $349,399.06

During the fourth quarter of 2005, 
donations were made in memory of:

Nancy Cooper
     The �Clique�

Jack Corcoron
     Thomas & Judith Steiner

Rebecca Jean Croff
     Russell and Luann Axdorff

Winifred Dear
     Patricia and John Hempel

NormaGene Delaney
     Juergen Schulz

Richard Denkema
     Carol Stormzand

Glen Dunlap
     Julie Zukowski

Jane Embury
     Maynard & Ruth Vanlente

     Robert Grif�n

     Helen Swendrowski

     Harry & Lois Smith

     Marlene Vanderzouwen

     Katherine & Brady Kennedy

     The Gary Family

Shirley A.  Ford
     Clare and Janice Snyder

Mary Lou Hof�us
     Robert Hof�us

Bettie Humphrey
     Deborah Robb

     Mary & Patrick Healy

Charlotte Kamm
     Mike O�Connor

Margaret LaSalle
     Kathy & Bill Freeman

Dr. Fran Owen
     Friends in Surgery at Metro Health

Carlton Routh
     John & Dorothy Terhune

Tony Stormzand
     Carol Stormzand

Mary Swiger
     Thomas & Carolyn Swiger

Lillian Tucker
     Barbara McCarty

Eleanor Winterhalter
     Municipal Employees Association

Gregory Zietz
     Roy & Sherry Zietz

     Father Jack Baker

     Richard and Linda Riekse

     Nancy and Paul Keck

     Pat Zietz

     Mike and Christine Avery

     Mary Smith

     Patricia McGovern

     William Syverson, DDS

     Doug and Cathy Klein

     Michael and Betsy Meyer

Michelle Chvala
     Lynelle D�Alcorn-Collins

Tori Crawford
     Timothy & Leslie Pelkey

     Anita Crawford

Malcolm, Catie and Annie Cumming
     Roger and Carolyn Clark

Rick Denkema and Family
     Carol Stormzand

JoAnn Denkema
     Carol Stormzand

Grandma�s Christmas Gift
     Libby DeLong

Kim Hanson
     Secret Santa

Kyle Haswell
     Juergen Schulz

Phil and Cherie Hatlem
     The Bjornson Family

Kate Johnivan
     Consumers Energy Business Center

Riverside Middle School Staff
     Theodore & Mary Tett

Sue Sweany
     James Brundidge

in honor of:

In memory of the following pets:

Agnus
     Marilyn Swanson

Alexandra�s Salutations (Lexie)
     Mary TenHarmsel

Baily
     Jim Sherman

Boots
     The late Ethel Stephan

Clydee Cat
     Don & Janet Krug

Digby
     Gary Meier

Divot
     Melissa Block

Greata
     Donald and Barbara Hondorp
Grey Boy
     Marie Ogaeko

Jake
     Joel Steury

Kai
     Nancy Beggin

Lilah
     Kathleen Jay-Burch

Lucia and Andy
     Lucille Fabbro

Tony
     Mike & Sharon Redick

     Christine Zietz & Christopher Wybo

     West Michigan Oral and  Maxillofacial  

            Surgery, PC

     The Davidson Family
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Thank You For Giving To The
The following donors have demonstrated their dedication to helping animals in need by making a �nancial 

A&T Appraisals, Inc  
Eric & Michelle Abbey
Dave & Geri Acevedo  
Eileen & Richard Adaczyk
Ardith Neath Adams  
Lesly Adams  
Mary Jo Adams  
Tracy Adams  
Rodney & Catherine Adams
Tim & Julie Ainsworth
Sally Albright  
Dorothy Allen  
Susan & Martin Allen, Jr.
Allstate Giving Campaign   
     Matching Gifts
Zakiah Almani  
American Legion Auxiliary  
American Steel Parts & 
     Services  
Betty Ampulski  
Shirley Ampulski  
Dixie Anderson  
Joel Anderson  
Kathy Anderson  
Scott Anderson  
Mary Ladd Andre  
Ralph & Shirley Andree
Linda & William Andrews, II
Animal Care Takers of GVSU
Ann Street Auto Sales
Joseph & Mary Appelt
Lauren, Anne & David 
     Armstrong
Anne & David Armstrong
Lois Arthur  
Sherrie Ashenbremer  
Marilyn Ashley  
ASPCA Shelter Outreach
Paul Asselin  
Georgia Atkinson  
Robert Atkinson  
Nancy & Mark Aupperle
Joyce Austin-Glenn  
Judith Avery  
Michael Avery  
Bonnie & Anthony Avila
Russell & Luann Axdorff
Bernice & William Azkoul
Jan Baar  
Jay Babber  
Douglas Babcock  
Gary & Mardi Babcock  
Tiffany & Kyle Badger
Dennis Bajdek  
Zona & Gerald Bajema, Sr.
Jack Baker  
Aimee Barcelow  
Gwen & Anthony Barnes
Matt & Jenny Barnes
Samuel & Kay Barnes
Patricia & Kenneth Barnes
David Barrons  
Doug Barrow  
Anne Marie Barth  
Linda Bartusch  
Walter & Carole Bartusch
Randy Bates  
Arlan Bauer  
Bauerwood Elementary   
    School�Jennifer Tolson�s    
     6th Grade Class
Edward Bawden  
Susan Baxter  
Deb & Bruce Beardmore
JoAnne Becker  
Mary Beem  
Nancy Beggin  
Marjorie Bel  
Thomas & Michelle Belanger
George Belanus  
Donna Belknap  
T. Kevin Belkowski  
Kem & Laura Beltz
William Bement  
Diane & Terry Bengtson
Anita & Eric Bennett
Renae & Michael Bennett

Sally & Timothy Bennett
Rod & Diane Berends
Janet Berg  
Kristin Bergh  
Sandra Bergstrom  
Scott & Natalie Bernecker
Erin Bernstein  
Margaret & Thomas Beuker
Sharon Bevier  
Richard & Judy Bezile
Ellen Bickel  
David & Catherine Biela
Annemarie Biernacki  
Philip Biggs & Sally Scobey Biggs
Brenda Billings-Middleton & 
     Grant Middleton
Marcia Bishop  
Bissell Employees Credit Union  
William Bitzinger  
Robert & Diane Bjornson
Lynne Black  
Dorothy & James Black
Gabriele & Ted Blacklidge
Monta Blake  
Suzanne Blake  
Inese & Udell Blanchard, Jr.
Margaret Bodbyl  
Susan Bogard  
Karin Bogush  
George & Janice Boire
Daniel & Kathleen Bolich
Francis Bolthuis  
Jim & Ruth Boluyt
Brenda Bostelaar  
Sarah Boswell & Mary Bonevelle
Carol Botma  
David & Michele Bottrall
Jacolyn Boughner  
Susan & Paul Bowers  
Pamela Boynton  
John & Virginia Braley
Donna & Steven Bramble Jr.
Bonita Brandt  
Rick Breukink  
Sharon Brewer  
Vivian Brinkert  
Melissa & Mark Brock
Robert Brooky  
Amy & Elson Brouwer
Philip Brower  
Mende Brown  
Paul Brown  
Susan Brown  
Nona Lee & Glendon Brown
Ellen Brubaker  
Terry & Janice Brummel
James Brundidge  
Gary Brunt  
Iva Brus  
Laurie Brush, DVM  
Joan Bryant  
Susan Bryant  
Betsy & Jim Buchholz
Stacy Bufka  
Anita & Tyler Buitenwerf
JoAnne Bultman  
Pat Bundy  
Diane & William Ryszka
Mary Burggraaf  
John & Patricia Burmania
Derek & Deb Burn
Kathleen Burns  
Russell & Patricia Burpee
Elizabeth Burruss  
Blue & Sue Buschert
Colleen, Elizabeth & Andrew Bush
Jean Butler  
Judy Butler  
Bradley & Julie Byl
Derek Byle & Terilyn VanOrder
Kay & Thomas Bylenga
Scott & Abbey Byrne
Jan Calhoun  
John & Pat Callahan
D. Calton  
Charles Campbell  
Donald Campbell  

Harry Campbell  
Thomas & Margaret Campbell
John Canepa  
Kimberly Carignan  
Richard Carlson  
Karen Caro  
Patricia Carpenter  
Terry & Kathleen Carpenter
Herbert & Sandra Carter
Lawrence Case  
Mark Cavanaugh  
Don & Linda Chaffee
Jane & Lewis Chamberlin III
Nancy Chambers  
Bert & Amy Chambers
Shane Chapin  
Tricia Chapman  
Randee & Steve Chaput
James & Kimberly Chiavaras
Zo�a Choroszucha  
Chow Hound Pet Supply 
     Warehouse Customers
Margaret Christenson  
G. Christians & Sons, Inc
Karen Christopherson  
Susan & Demo Christopoulos  
Janet & Bruce Chubb
Michelle Chvala  
Roger & Sally Ciapara
Martin & Ilze Cieslak
Loran Cilla  
CKA Associates, Inc.�Cash for 
     Critters
Joann & Brain Clarey
Richard Clark  
Robertson & Larene Clark
Carolyn & Roger Clark
Elaine Clarke  
Timothy Clarke  
Don & Margaret Clarke
Cheryl & Gregory Clements
Denice Clifton  
Linda Cloud  
Angie Cober  
Coit Animal Clinic
Gerald Cole Jr. 
Constance Coles  
Elaine Collett  
Donald Collins  
Janice Collins  
Arden & Myrtle Connell
Carol Connor  
Sandra & John Connor
Consumers Energy Business Center
Margaret Cook  
Monica Cooke  
Catherine Coppin  
Maxine Corder  
Nancy Corey  
Jerry Cornell  
Brenda & Robert Cornell Jr.
Mary Cox  
Frederick & Catherine Crabb
Anita Crawford  
Kim Cree  
Timothy & Shawna Crisenbery
Carl & Loretta Crittendon
Daniel Crofoot  
Denise Cromley  
Emma Crosby  
Christine Cross  
Barbara Crowley & William Kish
G. A. & Linda Culver
Mary Abbott Cumming  
John & Jodi Cummings
Jeanne Cunningham  
Patrick Curtis  
Joan & David Cywinski
D & W Food Centers, Inc.
Debra Daining  
Lynelle D�Alcorn-Collins  
Carol & Bruce Dale
Louise & Bernard Danielski
David & Carol Daning
Deborah Danko  
Merle & Douglas Darden  
John & Rene Darling

Ashleigh Darrow  
Marjorie Daverman  
Robert & Jacqueline Davidson
Marie & Edward Davis
Fred & Michelle Davison
Kenneth De Boer  
D. De Graff  
Mary Lou De Haan  
Jean Dean  
Dr. Frederick & Kathy Deane
James DeBorst  
Shelley Debree  
David Dee  
Edward & Carolyn Dee
Cherie DeHaan  
Warren & Angelika DeHaan
Nancy & Erin Deiss
Jack & Margaret DeJongh
Steven DeKam  
Lori Delia  
Libby DeLong  
Kathy DeMey  
Lori Demmink  
Lauren Dennison  
Eric DeRuiter  
Robin & Gerald Deters, DDS
Brian & Susan Deuby  
Glady & Donald Devlaeminck
Deanna DeVries  
Steven & Pamela DeWitt
Christine DeYoung  
Kevin Dicke  
Merlin Dieterman  
Terry & Maurice Dikker
Lynn Dillon  
Carol Distel  
Patricia Dochod  
Don Doezema  
William & Mary Ann Doezema
Terry & Lorraine Dolley
Jacobus Donders & Arlene 
     Nelson-Donders
Elizabeth Donley  
Melissa Donovan  
Doubledog Design
Scott & Anne Douglass
Loretta & Donald Dowling
Donald & Barbara Downer
Mary Downs  
Sandra Doyle  
Eric & Amy Brower
Ruth & Norman Dragoo
Constance Drayton  
Norma Drew  
Paul & Mary Drueke
Phyllis Duffy  
Arthur & Janet Duffy
Karen & Timothy Dugan
Frank Duiven  
Velma & Roger Duiven
Sara Dunne  
Vickie Dunneback  
John & Elizabeth Dunning
Jeanne Durnell  
Charles Dutchess  
Dobbie Dutmers  
Elaine Dwar  
Jason Dykhouse  
William Dykhouse  
Alida Dykstra  
Beverly Dykstra  
Walter Dykstra  
Calvin Dykstra M.D. & Linda 
     Dykstra, Ph.D.
Richard & Shirlee Dykstra
Gary & Judy Dzierwa
James & Mary Eadie
Eagle Crest Charter Academy 
     Service Club
Charles Eardley  
Eastern Middle School  
Amber Eby  
E. Diane Eddy  
Jennifer Ederer  
Kimberly Edwards  
Vernon Ehlers  
Margaret Eiben  

Camilla Elford  
Martha Elias  
Vineta Elliott  
Janet Ellwein  
Ruth Elve  
Rick Elvey  
Ben & Susan Emdin
Nancy & James Engen
Anna Engstrom  
Dick & Judy Eppinga
Carl Erickson & Mary O�Neill
Timothy & Lori Erskin
Phyllis & Gregory Evans
Mary Lou Everett  
Edna Eversole  
Lucille Fabbro  
Maureen Faber  
John Faiks  
David Falk & Jinean Van Harn-
     Falk
Dan & Sue Falk
Clarence & Carolyn Feikema
Donald & Joan Feikema
Margie & Jamie Fellinger
Michele Ferenchick  
Karen Ferguson  
Mary Anne Ferrari  
Suzanne Feuerstein  
Jeffrey Fey  
Gene Feyen  
Marcia Ficeli  
Suzanne & Bryn Fick
Traci Finelli  
Matthew Fink  
Tod Finley  
Rowland & Connie Fischer
Kaye Fish  
Bridget & David Fisher
Marty Fitch  
Danielle & Brad Fitzgerald
Caledonia Branch Flagstar 
     Bank  
Ann Flanagan  
Sue Fodrey  
R. Charles Fogar  
Arbutus & Benjamin Fogle
Gary Follett  
Anna & Laurence Fontaine
Walter Foote  
Kathy Fore  
Barb Fortier  
Jackelyn Fortier  
Joseph & Barbara Fortier
Richard & Pamela Forwood
Diane Foust  
Bruce Fox  
Ethel & John Fox
Tom & Mickie Fox
Linda Francik  
Franco�s 36th South Sports 
     Lounge  
Ursula Franklin  
Barbara Fransen-Kelley  
     Carol Fransisco  
Alvena Franzen  
Charlene & Robert Frary, II
Shannon Frasier  
Janet & Donald Frederick
Don & Marianne Fredricks
Kathy & Bill Freeman
James & LaVonna Freiberg  
Susan Freihofer  
David & Pearl Frisk
Violet Fritsch  
Fryling Diamond Company  
Cerise Fuhrman  
Evelyn Fuller  
Joe Fuller  
Roger Funghi, Jr.  
Ellen Gaca  
Margaret Gage  
Denise Gallagher  
Curtis Gano  
Eric Garcia  
Marilyn Geels  
Pat & John Gelderloos
Gina Germignani-Flood  



Spring Open House 
& Adoptathon

Sunday, April 30
12-4pm

- Reduced adoption fees for all 
companion animals
- Microchip pet ID�s

- Pet Photography and much more!

Pick the one that’s 
right for you!

at the Humane Society of Kent County’s

For more information call 616.453.8900 ext 222 
or visit www.hskc.org.




