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What’s In a Name?
By Karen Terpstra, Executive Director
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The Humane Society of 
Kent County has been 
caring for animals and 

helping people who love animals in the 
Grand Rapids area since 1883.  Our services 
and locations have changed several times in 
the past 123 years, but the mission remains 
the same:  We are dedicated to the protection 
and care of all animals.  We give voice to 
creatures who cannot speak for themselves.

It is surprising how many people believe 
that HSKC is a part of the Kent County 
government.  With that belief often comes the 
assumption that we are funded by tax dollars.  
The Humane Society of Kent County is a 
private, nonpro�t organization.  That means 
that we receive no government funding.  
Instead, to fund our operations, we rely on 
private donations and the nominal fees we 
charge for some of the services we provide.  
The fees we charge for adopting an animal 
or relinquishing an animal to us do not begin 
to cover the expenses we incur to provide 
medical care, spay/neuter surgeries, vaccines 
and shelter.  We depend on the generosity of 
donors like you to fund these services.

We are also your local, independent humane 
society.  While we collaborate with many 
other organizations in the community, in the 
state and around the country, we are not a 
division of, nor funded by any other animal 
welfare organization.  National organizations, 
such as Humane Society of the United States 
(HSUS), American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) or Best 
Friends do not fund our programs or direct 

our services.

Although that independence means obtaining 
adequate funding can be a challenge, it also 
means that we remain �exible to respond to 
the needs of the local community.  We are 
working to develop new services, to expand 
our humane education, animal behavior 
assistance and training programs, and to 
continue our life-saving adoption, spay-
neuter and medical programs.

As a member of Kent Animal Network 
(KAN) we work with other local 
organizations to help �nd homes for all of 
the homeless animals in our community.  
Multi-agency adoption events, transfer 
programs and spay neuter events bring us 
closer to that goal.  Each KAN partner 
organization (Kent County Animal Shelter, 
Vicki�s Pet Connection, CSNIP and HSKC) 
plays a special role in animal welfare for 
our community, but we accomplish so much 
more by working together and assisting each 
other in our individual efforts to end pet 
overpopulation, animal cruelty and neglect, 
and the plight of homeless animals.

You can help this organization -- your private, 
nonpro�t, local, independent humane society 
-- provide the best possible care for the 
animals in our community.  Spread the word 
about our wonderful services, adopt a pet 
from us, or make a donation to help ensure 
that we will always be here for the animals. 

You can reach Karen by calling  
(616) 453-8900, ext. 202, or via email, 
karen@hskc.org.

Hurricane Katrina...
A Tribute Through Pictures
Thanks to Jonathan Shuff Photography of Grand Rapids, the 
Humane Society now houses a photo installation showcas-
ing the touching story of the 147 animals �own from the Gulf 
Coast to Kent County.  Viewers can re�ect on the trials and 
triumphs of our unforgettable efforts through this moving com-
pilation of expertly developed photographs taken by Jonathan 
and HSKC volunteer, Cathy Bissell.  The exhibit is located at 
the Humane Society in the hallway between the cattery and 
Bottrall Training Center and is open during our regular hours.
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Our Mission

The Humane Society of Kent County is 
dedicated to the protection and care of all 
animals. We give voice to creatures who 
cannot speak for themselves.  

We do this by:
�  Promoting responsible pet care 

through public education and services
�  Working to reduce unwanted pet 

populations 
�  Providing humane care to abandoned, 

injured or relinquished animals 
�  Finding homes for adoptable pets
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party animals

There were no less than �ve big Humane 
Society fundraisers and events during the �rst 
three months of 2006.  Each raised critically-
needed funds to care for the animals, and 
awareness of their need for loving homes.  
Most importantly, the events brought new, 
caring people into the Humane Society�s 
circle of friends and supporters. 

It started out simply enough in February, with 
a Year of the Dog celebration hosted by Ted 
Jauw and Kate Henriot at Terra Stella, an 
alternative healing and spirituality store in 
Eastown. 

A week later we set up a small booth at the 
DeltaPlex for the Family and Kids Expo to 
spread the word about Camp Kids-N-Paws 
and what it means to have a four-legged furry 
member of your family.

On March 4 our friends at Rose’s on Reed�s 
Lake in East Grand Rapids hosted their 
13th Annual Ice Tee golf tournament.  The 
conditions were perfect for gol�ng on the 
frozen lake.  Golfers� registration fees and a 
silent auction bene�ted HSKC and Gilda�s 
Club of Grand Rapids, raising $2,438 for the 
animals.  Thanks to Randy Ernst, Bill Koski, 
Steve and Julie Applegate, Kevin Vos and the 
whole Rose�s crew for a great day!

We met even more fun folks at the �rst 
ever Pêt-à-Tête, a party at Home Fabrics 
+Furniture hosted by Lynne Carroll and 
all her wonderful staff.  Party proceeds and 
a silent auction of pet-related items raised 
$4,280 for the Humane Society.  As an added 
bonus, Lynne joined the HSKC Board of 
Directors a few weeks later!

Finally, in late March, Clear Channel Radio 
and The DeltaPlex launched the West 
Michigan Pet Expo.  Organizers consulted 

HSKC on expo-related animal health and 
safety issues and provided us with a huge 
display area in the pet-adoption hall.  We 
adopted out dozens of animals, showcased 
a photo exhibit about the Katrina rescue 
project, spread the word about our services, 
and collected $310 in donations from booth 
visitors.

Clear Channel and DeltaPlex also donated 
$1 for each adult ticket sold, resulting in a 
very generous gift of $4,723 for the animals.  
Thanks to Linda Singer, Scott Schoenike, 
Amanda Johnson, and Jackie Luce for 
making this event a success for HSKC and 
animal lovers throughout west Michigan.  See 
you at the next Pet Expo in March, 2007!

Whew!  It�s been a big year already and 
we�re not slowing down.  Volunteer planning 
committees are already working their tails off 
to throw our two biggest parties: Blocktail 
Party on August 24th and Animal Festival 
& Wag-N-Walkathon 2006 on September 
16.  See you there, party animals!

by Mark Petz, Development and Marketing Director 

Lynne Carroll of Home Fabrics +Furniture, 
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